Alleged coniidant ot Jones 
testifies on Ryan slayings 


San Francisco (AP)- Terri Buford, a 
Peoples Temple member who reportedly 
was a confidant of the Rev Jim Jones, tes- 
tified yesterday before a federal grand ju- 
ry investigating the murder of Represen- 
tative Leo J. Ryan. 

None of her testimony was made pub- 
lic. 

Mr. Ryan, a California Democrat, died 
in Guyana November 18 at the hands of 
temple members shortly before a mass su- 
icide and murders took the lives of more 
titan 900 cult members at their agricultur- 
al settlement of Jonestown. 

The grand jury wants to know if a con- 
spiracy was formed in this country to 
murder Mr. Ryan. 

After Ms. Buford, 24, finished testify- 
ing, her attorney, Mark Lane, said she had 
answered all the grand jury’s questions 
and did not take the Fifth Amendment or 
ask for immunity. 

Mr. Lane said she had already turned 
over Peoples Temple bank account rec- 
ords showing that the cult had more than 
$7.5 million in accounts of Swiss banks in 
Panama, and that she had no knowledge of 
the Ryan party’s murder. 

He said she left Guyana three weeks 
before the killings and had been living in 
Mr. Lane’s home in Memphis. 

Ms. Buford also testified before a Cali- 
fornia attorney general’s task force inves- 
tigating voter fraud involving temple 
members. 

Questions arise on legality 
of Jones's cremation 

Qarksboro, NJ. (API— A day after the 
bodv of the Rev. Jim Jones was cremated 


here, a deputy attorney general said seri- 
ous questions had been raised about the 
cremation’s legality and that the state 
would begin an inquiry. 

“From the information we have at this 
point, it is not clear who authorized the 
cremation of Mr. Jones,” Charles J. My- 
sak, the deputy attorney general who is le- 
gal counsel for the state Board of Mor- 
tuary Science, said yesterday. 

“We have to take a look at the type of 
burial permits” at the Eglington Ceme- 
tery here where the leader of the Peoples 
Temple was cremated Tuesday, he said. 

To legally cremate a body in New Jer- 
sey, authorization is needed from the next 
of tin or other lawful authority, he said. 
He added that death certificates or special 
permits are also required. 

But the death certificates are being 
completed in Guyana and cemetery offi- 
cials have said they did not know they 
needed a special permit and had not re- 
ceived one. . 

It was not known who gave directions 
to have Mr. Jones cremated. Some follow- 
ers have said cremation was his own wish. 
His wife’s parents had said at first that 
they wanted to have the couple’s bodies 
flown to their home in Indiana, but then 
said they thought cremation would be 
best. 

Mr. Jones’s body was cremated Tues- 
day after it arrived from a funeral estab- 
lishment in Dover, Del., near the .Air 
Force base to which the bodies of the vic- 
tims were flown from Guyana by United 
States authorities. The body was released 
to the funeral home by the Air Force. 

Mr. Jones died among more than 900 
followers at the Peoples Temple agricul- 
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tural settlement in Guyana last month 
during a mass suicide and murder ritual 
that he apparently led. 

An autopsy confirmed Mr. Jones died 
of a gunshot wound to the head, but a State 
Department spokesman said that although 
the type of wound was consistent with a 
suicide, the possibility that someone else 
pulled the trigger had not been eliminated. 

Mr. Jones’s cremated remains were 
scheduled to be taken from a cemetery 
safe yesterday and returned to Delaware, 
but it was not known whether that had oc- 
curred. 


